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History and water resources planning;  
 

or, 
 

Why do bad ideas refuse to die?  





The C. C. Walker Plan, 1929 – “Lake San Francisco” 



Atlantropa Project, 1920s 



Popular Science July 1933 



John Reber, 1887-1960 
Circus man, advertiser,  
backer of a plan to fill  
San Francisco Bay 



Reber Plan, 1946 





Detail, California Water plan 1952 
“All American college crews can compete in one great race” 



Swanson Plan 1968 



Area inundated by 16-inch sea-level rise 



Area inundated by 16-inch sea-level rise 
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”Too often what are thought of as disciplines operate chiefly as biases—prescribed 
ways of thinking and of doing, into which the professional may retreat when shocked 

or challenged by some anomaly.” Ed Ricketts & John Steinbeck, 1940 
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